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Inter-European Affairs: Press Reacts to Russian 
Elections 


BR1806155696 


[FBIS “eport]} Most West European newspapers on 
18 June carried editorials or commentaries on the 
outcome of the first round of the Russian clections, 
welcoming the ongoing democratic process in Russia. 
Most highlight Lebed's surprisingly strong showing and 
expect both Yeltsin and Zyuganov to try to win him over 
to their camp. 


France 


Jacques Jublin in a back-page commentary in finan- 
cial LA TRIBUNE DESFOSSES underscores the sig- 
nificance of the electoral process and writes that “in a 
country torn by the military putsch against Mikhail Gor- 
bachev five years ago, a 70-percent rate of participation 
in the election is a good example of democracy.” Ac- 
cording to the editorialist, “Russia has unquestionably a 
soul, but it has no state yet. The ‘Yeltsin state,” where 
everything is ruled from the Kremlin, is apparently not 
good for Russia. The bureaucratic Zyuganov state must 
be discarded. Apparently, many citizens are longing for 
a democratic state...” 


In a commentary on page 3 of Paris’ left-of-center daily 
LE MONDE, Jose Alain-Fralon points to the risks of the 
second round, which in his opinion “are considerablie:” 
The risk of Boris Yeltsin “calling for a ‘holy war’ 
against communism, following the advice of his damned 
souls — such as General Korzhakov — and hampering 
the universal suffrage,” the risk of Gennadiy Zyuganov 
“wying to interfere with the voting,” and finally the risk 
of the campaign “leading to a violent confrontation, 
leading to the election results being contested right after 
cit announcement.” 


Italy 


Centrist Financial Daily Milan IL SOLE-24 ORE, in a 
commentary by Piero Sinatti on page 3, welcomes the 
“consolidation of democratic method in a country with- 
out long-established democratic traditions. Addressing 
the substance of the results, he says that Zyuganov “has 
already won as many votes as he will get.” but Yeltsin 
“can extend his voter base: He can fish in Yavlinskiy's 
and Lebed's electoral waters.” Be that as it may, Lebed 
“ys the moral winner of the first round,” the “linchpin,” 
thus Yeltsin “will have to make a deal with the former 
general,” making “quite a few concessions and chang- 
ing his government team,” including Defense Minister 
Grachev and “even Prime Minister Chernomyrdin.” In 
the next few days, Sinatti suggests, Yeltsin “will have 
to play the card of a new democratic coalition.” “If he 

not,” the writer warns, “the communists will win” 
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Centrist Turin LA STAMPA in a commentary on pages 
1 and 10, entitled The General's Choice,” authored by 
expert Russianist Giulictto Chiesa claims that “there is 
one aspect which should not be forgotten,” namely that 
“a majority of Lebed’s electorate is opposed to Yeltsin. 
It is thus by no means certain,” he continues, that that 
electorate “will take up the invitation” to vote for Yeltsin 
in the second round, “even if that invitation is made by 
Lebed in person.” Discussing the deal Yeltsin will have 
to make with Lebed to win his support, Chiesa says “the 
price will be high” but that if the deal is pulled off and 
Yeltsin wins the second round with Leved'’s backing, 
“the effects on foreign policy should not be particularly 
serious. Lebed’s antennae are well oriented on that 
score,” Chiesa adds, “and he shows no lack of realism. 
There are no signs of demagoguery cither in his stance 
on NATO (toward which he seems even better disposed 
than Yeltsin) or toward the West in general.” Lebed, 
the commentator writes, “is a man who has ‘values’ 
in which he believes.” Where a possible deal between 
Lebed and Zyuganov is concerned, Chiesa concludes 
that the latter “would not have anything better or more 
to offer than Yeltsin, but he would brand the general 
with an ideological hallmark” “which could close the 
door on his relationship with the West,” which Lebed 
“considers crucial.” 


In a commentary on page 12 of right-of-center Milan 
IL GIORNALE, Alberto Pasolini Zanelli maintains that 
“Aleksandr Lebed's convictions make it difficult for 
him to cooperate with professional politicians, whether 
from the Left or from the Right.” Be that as it may, 
“Yeltsin appears to be less distant” from him “than the 
others,” and “a deal between the two is difficult but 
not impossible.” Such an alliance, the author concludes, 
“would safeguard Russia's recent conquests” in the 
realm of democracy “but would open up a new page 
nonetheless.” 


An editorial on page 3 of right-wing political commen- 
tator Giuliano Ferrara’s Milan-based IL POGLIO calls 
Lebed “the truc protagonist” of the first round, suggest- 
ing that “whoever wants to become president of Russia 
will have to ask the general for the decisive contribution 
of his electorate, and the price will be high.” meaning 
al the very least “a key ministry” or maybe even “the 
premiership itself.” Lebed looks set “to hecome 21st 
century Russia's strong man.” Ferrara adds, since “he is 
the man, even in the eyes of the Western powers, who 
can prevent Russia from sliding into the morass of civil 
war in the event of a disputed or too narrow victory for 
cither Yeltsin or Zyuganov.” the man who can “save 
Russia (and us) from a bloodbath in the shadow of its 
nuclear missiles 
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Yeltsin as Colin Powell, if he were to accept the offer 
of the vice-presidency, would be to Bob Dole who, ac- 
cording to all the polls, would beat Clinton if he had 
the black former general at his side.” By the same to- 
ken, “the Russian president can beat Zyuganov if he has 
the former generai on his ticket in the second round.” 
Lebed, the author says, is a “guarantee” against those 


relief, to > underestimate the Communist candidate's 32 


Finally, Democratic Party of the Left official or- 
gan L’UNITA on page 12 simply carries a report 
by Moscow correspondent Maddalena Tulanti on 


Zyuganov's news conference, stressing the Commu- 
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nist leader's comment that “Lebed would have to 

alter his platform in order to agree to 
back Yeltsin, and his electorate would never forgive 
him.” Zyuganov’'s reasoning, Tulanti commenis, “is not 
wrong, and Yeltsin's aides are also aware of that.” The 
proof, she concludes, “that it is net casy for General 
Lebed to make up his mind between the old-style siren 
song and the new one, is that for the time being he ts 
Spain 


Madrid's conservative daily ABC in an editorial on page 
19 points out that “the only surprise” in last Sunday's 
elections was the high score of General Lebed, pointing 
out however that “only hypotheses can be made with 
regard to alliances in the second round.” The editorialist 
observes that “reasonable forecasts indicate that most 
of the people who voted for Lebed or Yavilinskiy will 
probably support Yeltsin as the lesser evil,” but ports 
out that hypotheses in Russia are not always reliable. 


In a commentary on page 43, Dario Vaicarce! questions 
Yeltsin's being “the lesser evil,” adding that ‘regardless 
of whether he wins or loses, Yeltsin will still be a bad 
solution, a national disaster.” If Yelisin wins in July 
there will be a “double danger: that of succession with 
internal maneuvering, and that of economic and societal 
disintegration.” Valcarcel calls Yeltsin “a dangerous 
chameleon species,” “an obscure despot whom this 
columnist wishes to see retire as soon as possible.” 


The Internet version of Madrid's liberal, center-left daily 
EL PAIS provides an editorial observing that “the clec- 
tions confirm the division into two Russia's that became 
apparent in last December's parliamentary clections,” 
pointing to the uncertainty regarding the voting inten- 
tions in the second round of Lebed's clectorate which, 
as Lebed himself admits, is mainly communist.” 


An editonal on page 3 of Madnd’s independent centrist 
daily EL MUNDO questions whether Lebed will be 
able to support Yeltsin without renouncing his program. 
expressing fears that Lebed’s voters may not follow 
Lebed voting recommendations, adding that ‘ncither 
Yeltsin, nor Zyuganov are the leaders the country 
needs.” The cditorialist praises the fact that © for the 
first time in 1,000 years, some 70 percent of the 
Russians have been able to vote for a president out of 
10 candidates, something which is a great victory for 
democracy, no matter how limited and fragile it may 
still be.” 


An editorial in the Internet version of Barcelona's 
moderate newspaper LA VANGUARDIA stresses the 
uncertainty of the second round of the clections: “The 
only thing that is certain is that half of the Russian 
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regions have supported Yeltsin and the other half 
Seaeinoe fucdda be pooteundiy dette” 


Rotterdam's independent daily ALGEMEEN DAG- 
BLAD on page 9 carnes an editorial saying that “for- 


dictable outcome,” and that “Yeltsin's crusade agains 


off the incumbent president against Zyuganov.” The 
paper thinks that “if Yeltsin succeeds in winning over 
Lebed, he can calmly face the second round,” but points 
out that there are many people in Yeltsin's entourage, 
like General Aleksandr Korzhakov, “who are not very 
eager for a coalition with Lebed” and may turn away 
from the president. “it therefore is still too early to start 
celebrating the victory of democracy in Russia at this 
moment.” the editorialist concludes. 


Retpum 


Cai Pansacrts in Antwerp’s financial daily DE 
FINANCIEEL- ECONOMISCHE TUD on page 4 
concludes that “it would be the best for the West and 
the world as a whole if Yeltsin wins the second round.” 
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but even if Zyuganov is elected, he will “not be able to 
completely undo political and economic reforms if he 
wants to continue receiving Western investments and 
money.” “‘Perestroyka’ and ‘glasnost’ have advanced 
too far already.” 


Freddy De Pauw in Groot-Bijgaarden’s independent 
Catholic daily DE STANDAARD on page 9 comments 
that “Yeltsin's strategy to present himself as a dam 
against a return of communism has worked.” De Pauw 
continues that “the outcome of the first round of the 
Russian clections is a clear denial of the thesis that 
Russians are not fit for democracy. However, he 
concludes, “so far former apparatshik Yeltsin has not 
given proof of consistent democratic refiexes, but he 
enjoys the advantage of being the choice of the lesser 
evil.” 


Pol Mathil in 1 commentary on page 2 of Brussels 
independent right-of-center daily LE SOIR observes 
that “Russia has neither a democratic culture, nor a 
democratic tradition and cannot acquire them in a few 
years,” but hails “the fact that, after 10 years of turmoil 
and following 70 years of dictatorship, last Sunday's 
elections took p’ace in a dem<cratic way, and that 
the two winners of the first rount ae ‘prepared to 
share power with men coming from a. fferent political 
honzons.” 


Scandinavia 


Copenhagen liberal daily POLITIKEN in its (2d Sec- 
tion) page 2 editorial sees several positive aspects in the 
outcome of the presidental election. Zhirinovskiy “man- 
aged to get only 5 percent of the vote.” Yeltsin and the 
rest of the reformers got about 60 percent, “a solid ma- 
jority and a better result than at the latest parliamentary 
election.” Although the final outcome is still uncertas, 
the paper considers that Yeltsin is in the best postion, 
because “he has more opportunities for alliances with 
candidates who do not want to work with the Commy- 
nists.” 


Copenhagen Social Democratic daily DET FRI AK. 
TUELT on page 2 calls the first round of the presidential 
election “a victory for democracy.” The paper says that 
“Russia has demonstrated its will and ability to allow 
the voters to decide ther own future” 


The paper claims that 4 Yeltsin-Lebed-Yaviinskiy al- 
lance “would give Yelisin time to implement reforms 
Lebed “could get the Army to accept both peace in 
Chechnya and military reform.” including the abolition 
of conscription, and would be better at fighung crime 
Yaviinskiy would be an asset for Yeltsin, “guaranteeing 
adherence to democratic rules 
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doubts about his health and drinking 


ts. But he and 
his advisors made the election campaign into a “choice 
between the past and the future.” 


convinced, he claims, that it is not just “horse-trading for 
power,” but that it has real political content. In his cyes, 
the transfer of Yaviinskiy's voters will be “no problem’; 
“they cannot possibly support the communists.” 


Oslo conservative daily AFTENPOSTE.. in an cdito- 
rial on page 18 describes the accurately predicted result 
of the Russian presidential election as very good for the 
country’s fledgling democracy. Showing “greater demo- 


winning the second round since “Russian voters cannot 
be floated like logs from one candidate to another” and 
“it would be surprising” if Zyuganov could “draw on any 
major, untapped reserves of voters.” Zyuganov's Com- 
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and bodes well for Russia's future, regardiess of who 
emerges Victorious. 


Conservative Siockholm daily SVENSKA DAG- 
BLADET describes the post-clection situation in 
Russia as “confused and full of uncertainty” following 
Lebed’s unexpected third-place showing. The paper 
suggests that the performance by Lebed and Yavlinskiy 
points to the Russian clectoraic’s decision to think 
for itself, since Yeltsin had full media backing and 
Zyuganov had a robust party apparat to fall back on. 
In this respect, the clection so far can be viewed as 
“a success for democracy.” With Lebed now Icaning 
toward Yeltsin, the question is what post Yeltsin will 
offer him. SVENSKA DAGBLADET believes that the 
Defense Ministry would suit both men: Lebed thanks 
to his law and order ticket, and Yeltsin because by 
sacking Grahev he would have a scapegoat enabling 
him to take further steps toward ending the conflict 
with Chechnya. However, the paper stresses Lebod's 
weakness duc to “his lack of a party organization 
capable of mobilizing his voters’ suppor for Yeltsin.” 


Stockholm liberal daily DAGENS NYHETER expresses 
its concern with Zyuganov's strong showing and sug- 
gests that as a result of this Boris Yeltsin can no longer 
deliver the goods hoped for from a reform-minded 
leader bent on cooperation. However, it describes the 
election as democratic, quoting observers who said it 
was “generally free and fair.” Yeltsin and Zyuganov 
emerged in a class of their own, as cxpected, but 
at least the pro-reform forces avoided “bellyflopping.” 
Things could have been much worse, since a Commu- 
nist victory would probably have seen Zyuganov team- 
ing up with various unsavory ultranationalistic elements. 
a cause of great concern to all supporters of Yeltsin or 
“any more genuine pro-reform figure.” At least the threat 
of serous unrest appears to have been avoided. 


and that there is “deep dissatisfaction with Yeltsin 
among Russians who dream of change and economic 
security.” With Yavilinskiy's supporters “likely to back 
Yeltsin” and Zhirinovekiy's “likely to back Zyuganov,” 
the paper continues, Lebed will be the “kingmaker.” So 


maneuvering. nor “for that matter (like the Finns) do 
told whom to vote for,” although the 


like heing 

of their man being given an important post 
sway them, the paper 
y prospect for Russia's neighbors” since Lebed 























situation will be far from resolved. Both Lebed 


produce any deal to end the beef crisis. 


EU Commission President Jacques Santer delivered his 
bhuntest warning in the beef battle +o far, insisting that 
was up to the British authorities to tackle mad cow 


disease 
Brussels, he declared, would be “deaf to the tactics of 


“To put & bluntly, we are waiting for the non- 
cooperation policy to end. Without that commitment 
there will be no agreement in Florence,” he said. 
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pean Union have lost considerable amounts of moncy, 
our consumers have had thew confidence shaken, our in- 
stitutions have been paralysed, and the ill-feeling caused 
by this crisis has been very considerable.” 


The Florence gathering of EU leaders could be a turning 
point — “we must scize the opportunity.” 


But today he was giving no details of the proposals 
which he hopes EU leaders will agree this weekend. 


Instead he concentrated on rhetoric designed to force 
John Major to change tack in the interests of a deal. 


“One principle vital for the Commission is that all 
our actions have to be based on and inspired by an 
absolute imperative — the protection of the health of 
“The lifting of the embargo on British exports therefore 
has to be accompanied by the cradication of BSE 
[bovine spongiform encephalopathy}. 

“This disease is rooted in the UK. It is therefore for the 


UK authorities to take the necessary steps to cradicate 
it. 


“That has been the constant position of the Commission 
since the crisis began on March 21. 


“The Commission will not budge an inch from this 


“Any decision has to be sutyect to strict monsonng on 


the implementation before we would lift the embargo 
There will be no Diank cheque,” he added. 


Mr Santer pledged that the Commission would do al! 
nt could to end the crisis — “at hopes the UK will 
do the same, not just to restore consumer confidence 
and re-statilise the beef market but also to allow our 
imstituLons to return to normal working 
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“To put « Muntly, we arc waiting for the non- 
cooperation policy to end. Without that commitment 
there will be no agreement in Florence.” 


Today's clear declaration puts the ball firmly in Mr 
Major's court in the run up to the summit. 


Commission officials believe they have siz salled that a 
deal can be done, with the agreement of other member 
states, if Mr Major will back down first and announce 
that the UK is resuming normal participation in EU 
decision-making 


So far, since non-cooperation was introduced, the Gov- 
crament has Mocked more than 9) European accords 
requiring unanimity among member states. 


Mr Santer made it clear today that Brussels had had 
cnough — and had no intention of being bullied by 
Britain 


Foreign Secretary Malcolm Riflund responded within 
minutes of Mr Santer’s speech by saying that it was 
a “red herring” that the Government had to stop its 
Hocking tactics by tomorrow 


Britain would only end the policy once the framework 
was agreed at the Florence EU summit, he told the BBC 
Radio 4 Today prograr me. 


of @e 
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“The son co-operation policy will be lifted the moment 
that the framework agreement is agreed by the heads of 
government,” he said. 


Mr Rifkind also played down the impact of the Commus- 
sion’s demand for a speeding up of the selective cattle 
cull. 


“Any cattle that are destroyed under a sciective cull 


are cattle that were already going to be slaughtered and 
destroyed under the existing 30 month rule,” he said. 


The Government would have to study the “fine print 
of the EC's proposals before making up its mind about 
the framework to end the beef crisis, he said. 


“We will not know until Friday or Saturday whether 


there is poing to be agreement. It's obviously looking a 
lot bettcr than it has looked for some time,” Mr Rifkind 














but 
Me sai: “We ae engaged in 4 vial debe stu 


Every British citizen was “vitally involved” in the future 
shape of Burope. 

“lt would be absurd for us to stand aside from decisions 
which affect our vital interests,” he said. 


And he added: “The future of Burope is worth fighting 
for. We shall be at the heart of that debate, arguing 


for an Open, Bot & protectionist, Burope, arguing for a 
Burope of nations 

“ht has never been Britain's way to cut and run. There 
is a big prize to win - for us and for Burope.” 

Mr Major criticised the way in which the Buropean 
debate was often conducted in misleading simpliciies 
But in a clear sign to Buro-sceptics and enthusiasts, he 


made plain he would not be swayed by views on cither 
caireme 


of the 


He said: “Some wish us to leave. Some believe full- 
scale federation ts incvitabic and welcome that. Others 
believe the same, but would accept i reluctantly 


“Each group demands the goverament show icadershup 
- by adopting thew policies. Well, | have my own 
: “ 

That viewpoint had heen consistently held - a was 
shown by a speech at Leiden two years ago and in the 
recemt White Paper. 


He said his policies were Phased on a recognition that Eu- 
rope today was at a watershed and he warned other Eu- 
ropean leaders: “it will require political leaders around 
Europe to lift thew cyes from routine business and ad- 
dress fundamental questions about the developrient of 
our political and cconomw structures 


In another clear message to EU colleagues, Mt Major 
said: “Often, Britain is the grit in the European oyster, 


Aad ts clear reference to the current beef cris, he 


is in Europe. We gain tremendous benefits ~~. 
part of Europe. 


“While | have made clear that | will not allow Britain 
to be absorbed into centralised, foderalived structures. 


neither do | contemplate turning our hack on Europe | 


He said the statements did not conflict with one another 
and he insisted that flexibility in Burope would be 
inevitable as Europe grew. 


But he warned that Britain would not be pushed about 
“Our power of veto means we cannot be forced where 
we do not want to go. So of course Britam will stay 
in Europe. Economic reality and self. interest demands 
that we do. 


He went on: “The question is not whether Britain is part 
of Burope - it is what sort of Europe Britain is part of - 
and how we. and others in Burope, develop relationships 
that benefit us and that we are comfortable with 


Spelling out his vision of a future Burope. Mr Major saad 
that its economies would need to accommodate changes 
which mean that central and Eastern European countries 
ae now knocking at the door of the EU 


He rejected the view of « Buropean model of social 
regulation - the views that lay hehend the Social Chapter 


That approach was fundamentally mistaken and frankly 
immoral because of its impact on jot.” he sad 


And he trumpeted polcies which showed that Britain 
had cul government spending a 4 share of national 
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are the same. 


“Nor does i make sense to believe thal they ail 
be. of want to he, drawn into a strong. Common political 
identity with increasingly centralised insututions and 
decision-making. he sad. 

Mr Mayor insisted Europe had to develop as a partner. 


| 
, 


differing cultures and interests 01 the nations of Europe. 
and no other system can claim the support and consest 


of the peaple. 


of he 
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Mr Major also used his speech to me". cai he targets 
set on the White Paper ancad of tus weeiiend 5 Ploreace 
sumrmut. 


He stressed that Britain would be pressing agayn to block 
the use of health and safety provisions to imtroouce 
controls on working umes. 


He admutied there was concern a the European Cour of 
Justice's interpretation of laws in some Cases and x its 
rote on occasions as an agent for extending Cormm#)'+ 
competence 

And he stressed that Britain would be working to ret: 


enter if we wished but without any obhigavon to do so 


UK: Rifkind Says Noacooperstion Stance is 
Working 

MS1906103496 London FINANCIAL TIMES 
in English 19 Jun % p?7 


[Report by Bruce Clark, John Kampfner, Quenun Peel, 
including interview with Foreign Secretary Malcolm 
Rifkind, on 18 June; place not given: “Rifkind Insists 
Non-Cooperation Will Pay Of) 




















thetoric about war, and Palklands factors, all that 
rubtush,” he said. 

“Others have used the language about “wrecking the 
summit’. We have not. But we have said that if bee! 


a. ces it ts the most important shor-term problem So 
tha. is what ought to happen.” 


Yet a ts sull uncertain whether the other member states 
will be ready to accept the Commission compromise. 
He is also unclear that such a compromise would prove 
acceptabie to Conservative Buroscepucs at Westminster. 
who have been revelling in the confrontation with 
Brussels. 


“Ont grievance is when other Countries are not prepared 
to accept the screaufx evidence, and react insicad on the 


basis of purely emovonal pubic opimon 


“The idea that it is only the health of people in Prance 
or in Germany that is relevant, and not the health of 
people in Britain, is absurd” 


He insisted that the only legal basis for imposing a ban 
on exports of British beef should be public Health, and 
not consumer confidence. “That is not a justification for 
a major breach in the single market,” he said. 


British policy, the foreign secretary insisted, was stat. 
ing to pay off. After all, Briush consumers were buying 
BS per cent of what they did before the scare. Rather 


smugly, he suggested that German policy had failed. 


unpopulanty in the opimon polls, he rejected that too 


“The purpose of the strategy was pot to sce an improve- 
ment in the opmion polls,” he said. “lt was to get a fast 
lifting of the ban. The real question is whether we are 
closer to getting that” 


Plorence will give the answer 


UK: Rifkind on Possible BSE Agreement Before 
Summit 


LDIROG1S1206 Unternet) FCO On-Line WWW Service 
in English 17 Jun 


[Edned Transcript of Press Conference by Foreign 
Secretary Malcolm Rifkind in Rome on 17 June — POO 
On-Line headline] 


[PBIS Transcribed Text} 


POREION SECRETARY: We have just concluded an 
informal discussion The President of the Commission. 
M. Santer, gave an indication of the Commission's way 
of takang forward the question of BSE [Bovine Spong- 
form Encephalopathy) over the next few days. He in. 
dicated thal a proposal will be put to the Commueson 
tomorrow for a Commiuson framework document De- 
pending on the outcome of the discussion by Commn. 
moners, they will want to make (hat avarlattc to Mem. 
her goveraments over the next two of three days to see 
whether we can reach an agreement qther before, of 
more likely during the Florence surmemet 





-- 
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QUESTION: Was there any specific discussion about 
export of beef to third countries? Some Ministers this 
morning said they were not happy with that. 


FOREIGN SECRETARY: Of course this is one of the 
issues under consideration at the moment. The original 
reason why export to third countries was included in 
the ban was because of concern about diversion of 
trade. In other words, thal exports to other parts of the 
world might be re-exported back to the European Union. 
We entirely accept that for any country that might 
re-export, the same controls will inevitably continue 
as COs, cared to direct exports to these countries. But 
there are other parts of the world that do not re-export. 
The governments of those third countries should decide 
whether they wish to import British beef or not. That 
is their democratic and constitutional right and that is a 
matter which we hope colleagues wiil consider. 


QUESTION: We understand that the Benelux countries 
and Germany are rather keen ov a scheme in which 
Britain would give a firm commitment to lifting the non- 
cooperation policy in return for a general agrecment at 
Florence which would then go to later examinz*ion? 


FOREIGN SECRETARY: The lifting of the son- 
cooperation policy will be based on what the Prime 
Minister originally said to the House of Commons. 
When a framework strategy for the phased lifting of the 
remainder of the ban is agreed then the non-cooperation 
policy will cease. ht requires a framework strategy 
which will indicate in objective terms the scientific 
and objective criteria that need to be satisfied for each 
phase of the ban then to be removed. 


QUESTION: You were talking last week about a 
bankable commitment, what do you mean by bankabie? 


FOREIGN SECRETARY: We know that when the 


the Scientiiic and Veterinary Commiive [SVC], a 
minority of states blocked that. They refused to co- 
operate and they did so for reasons which in some cases 
were nothing to do with science but to do with domestic 


1Sth country. We are entitled to insist that the conditions 
for lifting that ban should be scientific and medical 
conditions. That is what therefore has to be reflected 
in a framework strategy if it is possible for-one to be 
agreed this week. 
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QUESTION: What sense did you get generally about 
the political willingness around the table today to strike 
a deal at Florence? 


FOREIGN SECRETARY: There was a very encour- 
aging willingness ai that political level. There is a re- 
alisation that if there is not am agreement on Friday 
the crisis continues, and that does not just create prob- 
lems for the United Kingdom, it creates problems for 
everyone. Not just because the non-cooperation policy 
would inevitably continue, but it would also mean that 
the whole issue of beef would continue to dominate the 
headlines for an indefinite period in all countries. That 
would make it even more difficult for the return of con- 
fidence in Germany, France or Spain, as well as the 
United Kingdom, to be achieved. 


QUESTION: Is it possible to reach an agreement before 
the Florence summit? 


FOREIGN SECRETARY: It is possible but an agree- 
ment needs to be endorsed by all the Member States 
and there will not be a meeting at Ministerial level that 
could endorse before that. If all the problems are sorted 
out by Friday morning the Heads of Government may 
very quickly be able to endorse what has been agreed. If 
that is not possible, then the whole purpose of summits 
is for the Heads of Government to dea) with problems, 
to resolve difficulties and to reach conclusions on out- 
standing challenges. 

QUESTION: Do you rule out any further British conces- 
sions on the scale of the proposed cull, above 80,000” 


FOREIGN SECRETARY: The question of whether 
there should be a cull, and if so to what extent it 
should be, is more part of the eradication plan than 
of the framework strategy, although | accept that some 
people will want to link support of one to support of ihe 
other. The eradication plan has already been seen by the 
SVC. They have put forward various proposals to the 
Ministry of Agriculture. The Ministry of Agriculture are 
assessing whether any new measures would make any 
appreciable contribution towards the eradication of BSE. 


QUESTION: How can you hope that at the technocratic 
level the Commission can reach the conclusion at the 
political level? 

FOREIGN SECRETARY: Each has to be able to deal 
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The procedures that the Commission are recommending 
is that for the phased lifling of cach part of the 
ban; the procedure should involve the United Kingdom 
indicating wh it believes the conditions have been met. 
it would then have to go to the SVC for professional 
scientific advice and in the light of that the Commission 
would come to a view as to whether it could adopt as 


a firm proposal lifting of that part of the ban. 


UK: Report Assesses Possible UK Opt-Out From 
EMU 

MS1906103396 London FINANCIAL TIMES 

in English 19 Jun 96 p?7 


[Report by Robert Chote: “Lords Caution on Emu Opt- 
Out") 

[FBIS Transcribed Text) Opting out of a single Euro- 
pean currency would probably limit the UK's influence 
in the European Union and might entail informal barri- 
ers to full participation in the single market, a House of 
Lords commitice warns today. 


The all-party committee on the European communities 
says in a report that if the UK opts out of European 
Monetary Union (Emu), “it will not be easy to retain the 


“Even if attempts to resist overt discrimination are 
eventually successful, covert discrimination, which may 
be no more than taking an unreasonable time to come 
to or implement decisions, is more insidious and harder 


to prevent,” the report says. 
The best defence against accusations that the UK 
was secking or obtaining competitive advantage 


depreciating its currency outside Emu 
achieve sustainable 
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is also likely to be viewed as a deliberate choice to limit 
involvement in the future development of the EU, the 
committee believes. 


UK: Amnesty Reports UK ‘Trading in Terror’ 
Equipment 

MS1906105396 London THE GUARDIAN in English 
19 Jun 96 p2 


[Report by Maggie O'Kane: “Britain's “Trade in Ter- 
ror’”) 

{[FBIS Transcribed Text) The British Government is 
“wading in terror” by allowing the export of torture 
equipment, according to Amnesty International. Britain 
is one of only six countries — including China and 
Russia — which are “organising the export of military 
and security equipment to regimes that kill and torture 
their victims”, the pressure group says. 

In its annual report, released today, Amnesty says 
British companies have organised the supply of electric 
shock equipment to countries where it is used for torture. 


Amnesty’s investigator, James Wood, says he believes 
the Government is turning a blind eye to British 


Mr Wood claimed that British companies were playing 
a “significant part” in the supply of electric torture 


pain without making the victim lose consciousness. in 


insert the prod into the rectum. 
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Amnesty’s report also criticises the Briush government 
for allowing armoured patrol vehicles to be supplied 
to the Indonesian government, which has a record of 


military spare parts to be supplied to the Turkish 
government which has been internationally criticised for 
its suppression of Kurds. 


“The government gives the impression that it is signing 
up to international human rights treaties, but when it 
comes to doing deals in torture cquipment that act as 
sweeteners for big military trade deals, they do what 
they want,” Mr Wood said. 


Although it is legal in Britain to import and export 
electric shock weapons, it is illegal to possess them. 
However Amnesty says, no action has been taken 
against at least two British companies, one in Scotland 
and one in England, where electric shock weapons were 
seized early last year after an expose by Channel 4's 
DISPATCHES programme. 


Amnesty has also accused the Department of Trade 
and Industry (DTT) of refusing to reveal what trading 
licences it has issued to British companies to allow them 
to get involved in the international supply of electric 
shock weapons. 


“We don't know who is being supplied with these 
weapons and the DTI won't tell us who is making them. 
If we were talking about drug money the police would 
be down on thers like a ton of bricks,” Mr Wood said. 


The DT! said last night that it deplored the use of 
torture, but did not comment on the issue of licences 
for commercial reasons. 


As well as Britain, the Amnesty report names the United 
States, Germany, Russia, China and Prance. It concludes 
that responsibility for human ._ ‘us abuses does not lic 
only with those who pull the trigger or apply the electric 
shock... it also lies with those who supply the weapons 
and the training needed to use thern.” 


Amnesty claims at least 10,000 detainees were tortured, 
raped or ill treated last year, in 114 countries, including 
Yugoslavia, Indonesia, Iran, Mexico and Sudan. 


The report found that more than 4,500 people died 
as a result of torture in custody of inhumane prison 
conditions in 54 countries, including Egypt. Kenya, 
Burma and Turkey. 
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UK: Unionist Proposal Puts Mitchell's 
Chairmanship in Doubt 

MS1906102696 Belfast BELFAST TELEGRAPH 

in English 18 Jun 96 p 4 

[Report by Martina Purdy: “Mitchell Still in Doubt") 
[FBIS Transcribed Text] The DUP (Democratic Union- 
ist Party) is proposing that the political parties taking 
part in the Stormont talks should be given the final say 
in choosing their chairman. 

This would mean that the parties could yet reject Senator 
George Mitchell — who was appointed to chair the 
Stormont talks by the two governments and accepted 
by the Ulster Unionist Party [(UUP] after two days of 
wrangling last week. 


It is thought the proposal is unlikely to be adopted, 
however, since the Ulster Unionist Party has already 
accepted Senator Mitchell. 

The proposal is contained in the DUP submission paper 
as part of a consultation process involving all the parties, 
with the exception of the United Kingdom Unionist 
Party (UKU}. 


The UKU Party leader Robert McCartney claims 
the process is fraudulent and any change to Senator 
Mitchell's role or the agenda, already agreed by the 
British and Irish governments, would be cosmetic. 


The Ulster Unionist Party — who won the consultation 
process after accepting Senator Mitchell as chairman 
— is proposing that b‘s powers be transferred to a 
business committee made up of the parties and chaired 
by General John De Chastelain, formerly chief of staff 
of the Canadian defence forces. 


The UUP also wants decommissioning to be the first 


item on the agenda, not number cight as agreed by 
London and Dublin. 


While the two governments propose discussion on 
decommissioning, the UUP wants confidence building 
measures. It proposes decisions should be taken on the 
mechanisms required to implement commitments on 
decommissioning. 

The DUP is demanding thai a time be set for the start, 
duration and compleuon of decommissioning. 

UUP leader David Trimble is under pressure to deliver 
the changes he is secking or face further ridicule by his 
The outcome of the consultation process is expected to 


be revealed tomorrow ai junchume by talks chairman 
Senator Mitchell. 
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While US and Dublin governmeni sources suggest there 
will be no change to Senator Mitchell's role, the UUP’s 
proposals would effectively render him a lame duck 
chairman. 


Rather than Senator Mitchell putting forward the agenda 
for cach meeting, the business committee's chairman, 


Mr Major and Mr Bruton are due to discuss the laiest 
situation by phone 
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hasn’t worked. 
“I believe if Sinn Fein know they are facing isolation, 
that they are going to be banished into the political 


of the 
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He said the Dublin government was “discourteous” in 
using the media to pul questions to Sinn Fein about its 
stance on the IRA. 

Mr Adams declined to say directly whether or not he 
had gone to the IRA asking it to restore the ceasefire. 
But he said Sinn Fein “wants to see an end to the armed 
struggle.” 


“We're not involved in it and we do not advocate it. 
We clearly are a party which has suffered as a result of 
the armed actions of others and our focus has been and 
will continue to be the total end of all armed actions.” 


— Whether Sinn Fein would continue tc give “political 
support” to the IRA’s armed campaign. 

— Whether Mr Adams had gone to the IRA secking a 
new ceasefire and, if not, why not. 


“1 wish there wasn’t discrimination, | wish there hada’t 
been unionist domination, | wish that our island wasn't 
partitioned. 

“But the reality is that we deal with the objective 
situation and the conditions which exist in making 
peace. And making peace is very difficult.” 
Conservative MP David Wilshire. vice chairman of the 


Tory backbeach Northern Ireland Commitice tonight 
told PA News: “The Dublin government have said 











14 UNITED KINGDOM 


they are going to keep the lines open the lines of 
communication with Sinn Fein. 


today trying to find agreement on a formula to prevent 
get under way. 


Reports from Stormont indicate the difficulties faced by 
the parties but Ulster Unionist leader David Trimble said 
ee 


and then lest Soturday’s IRA bomb in the hear of 
Manchester. it remains to be seea what. if any, decisions 


report may 
7 without 


of the 
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will be made about continuing contacts with Sinn Fein, 
but it seems not all doors will be closed. On the line 
now is the Sinn Fein president, Gerry Adams. Good 
afternoon Mr. Adams. 
{Adams} Good afternoon, Sean. 


[O'Rourke] Would you accept first of all that John 
Bruton reflects the growing frustration of a great many 
people when he says thal recent events represented a 
slap in the face to people who have been trying, perhaps 
against their better instincts, to give Sinn Fein a chance 
to show that they could persuade the IRA to reinstate 
the cease-fire? 


[Adams] Well, first of all it isn’t just the responsibility 


for me, for eveyone else, and also for the governments. 


[O’Rourke} So, you don’t think it’s quite a slap in the 
face. It just makes it a little more difficult? 


[Adams] Well, I'm not going to get into that use of 
words. Obviously making peace is a difficult business, 
it's very, very dangerous. | come to all of this with 


in the last election, and | think in terms of all of this 
that we all have to move forward on the basis of trying 
to be inclusive and not pointing up difficultics as being 
insurmountable, but pointing up difficulties as problems 
which must be resolved. 


[O'Rourke] Well, to look at possible ways of looking 
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think that it's helpful for me to speculate about exactly 
where that is at this time. 


{O'Rourke} Well, the Taoiseach may be so aware, 
but the listeners sren’t and I'm not and people would 


IRA. And I'm going to ask you again. You can answer 
it if you wish, don’t if you don’t want to. Have you 
gone to the IRA to ask them to reinstate the cease-fire? 


{Adams} Well, I'm going to answer the question, Sean. 


{O'Rourke} Which you've made already. But whether 
the answer is yes or no gives cause for concern, because 
if the answer is yes and you have gone, it means you've 
been rebuffed, if the answer is no you havea‘! gone and 
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armed actions. That's what I think is the sense of what 
people want to know. 


[O'Rourke] Right. The second question posed, and for 
what it’s worth I'll put it to you as well, does your party, 
does Sinn Fein, continue to support the armed struggic 
of the IRA? 


{Adams} Well, first of all, Sinn Fein wants to see an 
end to the armed struggle. That's our position in one 
sentence. We want to see an end to the armed struggic. 
We're not involved in it. We do not advocate it. We 
clearly are a party which has suffered as a result of 
the armed actions of others and our focus has been and 
will continue to be the total end of all armed actions, 
and I do that with my colleagues by pursuing in the 
first instance a negotiated settlement which removes the 
causes of conflict and in the second instance, and as 
part of the same project, to try an build an alternative 
to armed struggle. And | have to say that | think you 
have to look at our record on this as well. 


{O’Rourke] Well, that’s a fairly complex answer to a 
very simple question, which was do you support the 
armed struggle. Now you say you're not involved in it, 
you don’t advocate it, but at the minimum it could be 
said that you at least acquiesce in it. 


[Adams] Well, Sean, we understand how in certain 
conditions armed actions are seen as legitimate. That's 


[O’ Rourke, interrupting) Indeed, but do those conditions 
exist now in Northern Ireland? 


{Adams} Again, Sean, you're interrupting me, Sean. 
Let's not confuse this any more than it nceds to be, 


please. 


{O'Rourke} But do the conditions exist now to justify 
the armed struggle? 


[Adams] Sorry, no Sean. Well, you see the answer to the 
question was given to me in my first sentence. And that 
answer is this: | want to see an end to armed struggic. 
That's the clear, concise, non-complicated answer to the 
question. | want to see an end to armed struggle, and my 
record, and the record and the endeavours of our party to 
help to bring that about are clearly on the public record. 
Now, there are a sumber of factions involved in armed 
actions, the largest one is the.... 


[O’ Rourke, interrupting) Is the British Army and then 
there's the loyalist death squads and we've heard all of 
that from you and from colleagues in Sinn Fein... 

{[Adams, interrupting) Well, Sean. with respect, | live 


here. I'm on this telephone from West Belfast. I'm on 
the Falls Road... 
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{Adams} Sean please don’t seek to in any way, because 
I will not let anyone, undervalue the contribution which 


from my perspective. | wish that the bomb had not 
happened in Manchester, | wish there weren't British 
soldiers on the streets of the six counties, I wish there 
wasn't discrimination, | wish there hac at been Unionist 
domination, | wish that our island wasn't partitioned. 
But the reality is that we deal with the objective situation 
and the conditions which exist, and making peace — and 
let's just keep reminding ourselves of this — making 
peace is very difficult. 
[O'Rourke] Indeed. What do you say for instance to 
Fianna Fail, who've put out a statement this luachtine 
following a front bench meeting, that they say i''s 
incomprehensible — now this is Fianna Fail talkin :, 
not Fianna Gael, not anybody else, not the Democrs « 
Left, it's Fianna Fail with whom you are close — 
they're saying it's incomprehensible that the IRA were 
not prepared to clear the way for Sinn Fein to be present 
at the table after the impressive mandate for peace thal 
you won in the elections. 


[Adams] Well, that’s a legitimate position for Fianna 
Fail .... 


[O'Rourke] ..and what's the answer? 


[Adams] .. and my position is that I have to keep 
asserting and | will continue to assert the rights of 
those, the voters who voted for our party. And what has 
to be clear is that they voted for a peace settlement, 
that they voted not for the IRA but for Sinn Fein, 
and they voted for a process which would involve the 
two governments bringing all of the parties together on 
the basis of equality. Let me also say that despite the 
setbacks and despite the difficulties, that it is still my 
conviction that we will have a peace settlement. It's my 
conviction that that will grow from inclusive dialogue 
and that Sinn Fein will be part of that inclusive dialogue. 
But you know, it isn’t going to be casy. 


[O'Rourke] Right, well what would make it casier for 
you, as the leader of Sinn Fein, to actually persuade the 
IRA? | mean you delivered them before and thai has 
been acknowledged widely and internationally. Now to 
do so again what do you need’ 


{Adams} Well, first of all, | come to this question in 
two contexts: in the first instance I say that no matter 
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will we get a complete peace 
published], | then deal with the whole issue of how we 
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as I'm concerned, that is not an issue which | subscribe 
to. My view is that Sinn Fein should be in there anyway 
and that the [words indisunct} of the British Government 
act in totally bad faith. That is not a problem for me. 


deliver the IRA, he is of little use to anyone. Would 
you accept that? 


[Adams] Well, | mean, well then let someone cise try 
and deliver them, you know. Let all of those who write 
the Newsweek stories try to bring about this situation. | 
come to this in good faith. | made a commitment along 
with this taociseach and along with the tanaisic, Mr. 
Spring and with John Hulme, which was - and | helped 
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leadership especially, is to bring about the 
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difficult it is, that is what | am going to pursuc. And | 


[O'Rourke] You actually might fail, you accept that’ 


{Adams} Of course, all politics | am told ends in tragedy, 


but it won't be through any lack of trying. And my 
conviction is, as I've said to you a few moments ago, 


of us deserve, and incidestally, which some of us have 
been working for for a very, very long time indecd. 


{O'Rourke} Gerry Adams, Sina Fein president, thanks 
for joining us. 











reload: Spring Demands SF Reply to ‘Two Key 
Questions’ 

LD1906082096 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 0754 GMT 19 Jun 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) irish Foreign Minister Dick 

ee ee ae 
Dublin Government was united in its determination 

STC TEntaS ap Geto ta Guattenn to Go oie of 

Saturday's bombing. 

ht wants to know if Gerry Adams has asked the IRA for 

a restorauon of the ceasefire and if Sinn Fein continues 


the anger that’s fel in the 


LD1806195196 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1816 GMT 18 Jun 9% 
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Bui official contact had been maintained in dic belief 
that it would heip restore the ceasefire. 





security briefing given to the Taoiseach (Prime Minister | 
Joha Bruton by senior police and army officers. 


The statement said the Dublin Government had termi- 
nated all ministerial contact with Sinn Fei following 
the February Canary Wharf bomb which ended the IRA 
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Germany: Article Claims CIA Engaged ia 
ladustrial Espionage 

AU1806143996 Munich FOCUS in German 
17 Jun 96 p 196 


(FBIS Translated Text] The VW [Volkswagen] board 
of management has received, by devious routes (via the 
Central African Republic and the Near East), two video- 
tapes with excerpts of a VW internal video conference in 
which VW Chief Executive Ignacio Lopes, formerly of 
General Motors/Opel, explains his cost-reduction plans 
to the heads of all national and international VW compa- 


cafrying out the operation: The CIA, which has been in- 
volving itself in industnal espionage increasingly since 
the end of the Cold War. “We have nothing to say on 
the subject of speculation,” says VW. 
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On the subject of the forthcoming adoption of the 
Tibet motion, Michael Glos, chairman of the Christian 
will have to pursue a “realistic Chinese policy” again. 
“Beijing is an important economic and trade partner for 
Germany,” he said. “Kinke! is right to visit Beijing“ 
Glos, too, signed the inter-party motion. 


von provides for the peaple to elect a parliament. which 
im turn, elects a chancellor, who forms the government 
“ht is then up to the government to act.” he says. Kohl 
states that he is in favor of consensus, “bul it is wrong 
to believe that talks replace actions 


Asked how he wants to create jots, Kohl refers to 
Germany's role as one of the major export navons in the 
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Cyprus: Riedhis Warns Turkey Against ‘Military 
NC1906113096 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in Greek 

1030 GMT 19 Jun 96 


(FBIS Translated Text] Defense Minister Konstandinos 


"liadhis stressed thai any military atiempt by Turkey 
against Cyprus will not be as casy as the one in 1974. 


Speaking ai the swearing-in ceremony for 225 five-year 
Greek service volunteer soldiers at the new recruits’ 
center in Limassol, Iliadhis described the current period 
as difficult for the wider Hellenism. He also reiterated 


that Cyprus seeks a peaceful solution to its problem but 


Greece is in Cyprus both through the unified 
defense doctrine and with the five-year service volunteer 
soldiers. 


to have naval and air forces in Cyprus. 
Cyprus: ‘Positive Elements’ of Clinton-Kiiridhis 


NC1906094396 Nicosia ALITHIA in Greek 
19 Jun 96 pl 


A. Kliridhis made it clear that our side has the goodwill 
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Gavdhos is Greek. This statement i 

exposed Turkey's new atiempt to create tension in the 
Aegean and extend it in Cyprus... [ellipsis as published] 
[passage omitted] 


ie 
: 
| 
F 


4 
| 
ij 
Hii 


ei 
i 
li 
Es 
| 
i 


| 
: 
| 


tice. Explaining that such injustices and unfairness delay 


of the 








FBIS-WEU-96-119 


19 Jume 1996 


CYPRUS 





flying north of Akincilar [Louroujina) 

direction of Esendagi [Petrophani}, Gaziler 

[Ayios Sozomenos] at around 1525 

flew its warplanes over TRNC airspace through 

launched by Greek Cypriot officials who have 

created a war psychology in the Greek Cypriot people. 
The same officials calied on the United Nations and ail 
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planes over TRNC airspace as a provocation. Turkish 
Cypriot fie sated that Gent whch ok ava 
es ee ne 

concerned circles to take the necessary measures agains! 
this open provocation and ensure that the Greek-Greek 
Cypriot duo will not, under the umbrella of joint doc- 
trine, undertake any more activities that could disrupt 

atmosphere of peace and tranquillity in Cyprus. 
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TRC. Turhldh glance will hy over cor shies. The-e 
cises will be held on our territory. How can this disturb 
Greece and the Greek Cypriots? 
Cyprus: Protest Lodged With UN Agninst Greek 
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{Erbakan) Praise be to God, | am a Muslim and so | 
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the caste of the profiteers who make profits of 400 or 


the Refah Partisi, has increased its vote by 50 percent 


{Erbakan} Nonetheless, the other political parties are 
finished. First, they do not have an identity, they do not 


(DER SPIEGEL] The fundamentalisis want to force all 
women to wear scarves. 


{Erbakan} This is another wrong idea in the West. We 
do not impose anything on anyone. We only want to 
leave it up to women as to whether they want \o wear 
a scarves. 
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(DER SPIEGEL] Do you maintain contacts with ally. With those high interest rates on debts, it is im- 





{Erbakan} inshallah. We are the only option for Turkey. 
threatens our country and all of mankiad. In Turkey (DER SPIBOEL) Mr. Erbakan, we thank you for this 
talk. 
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question mark are unclear in the onginal and deduced from context 











Non-Government Customers 
Subscnptions are avaiable from the 
National Technical information Service 
NTIS 


Cereb ee ghee 
ingheld, VA 22161 


T : (703) 487-4630 
FAX: (703) 321-6547 
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